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EARTHQUAKES!   What are they?  Can they happen here?  Where do they occur and why? What other hazards are associated with large earthquakes? You and a partner, sharing a computer, will find out.

To begin: learn about historic earthquakes in New York State by first pointing your browser at:

http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/states/new_york/new_york_history.html
and then:

http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/states/new_york/hazards.html
Look for information that will help you answer the questions above.

Continue your quest by pointing your browser to one of the links below:

http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/eq_depot/usa/1964_03_28.html
http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/eq_depot/usa/1906_04_18.html
or:

http://neic.usgs.gov/neis/eq_depot/world/1960_05_22.html
Read the information on this page, then click on and view the Damage Photos (for the first and second sites) or  the NASA Slide Set for the third site. Be sure to take notes and download images for your report. 

When you have completed studying earthquakes and their damage, point your browser to the Virtual Earthquake web site:

http://vcourseware3.calstatela.edu/VirtualEarthquake/VQuakeExecute.html
If there is heavy traffic at the site, you may have difficulty making a connection, or it may be very slow to load..  If that happens try these alternate web sites:

                       Los Angeles, CA: http://vearthquake.calstatela.edu/ 

                       Sonoma, CA: http://cdl-flylab.sonoma.edu/ 

                       Los Angeles, CA: http://vquake.calstatela.edu/ 

Follow the directions on the site (written by Gary Novak, Department of Geological Sciences, California State University, Los Angeles, CA. 90032-8201) to select earthquake data and determine the epicenter and magnitude of the earthquake.  Be sure to print your Certificate of Completion.

When you have completed your study, write a report that answers the questions in the first paragraph above.  Include some word-wrapped images to illustrate your work.  Also include a copy of your Certificate of Completion.  Be sure to give bibliographic credit.
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